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Evely year millions of people who
are unfamiliar with the teachings of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints (also known as the LDS Church)
tour Temple Square with the hope of

™= " better understanding the fast-growing
religion known as Mormonism.
=  When youstep through the gates at
=== Temple Square, you will be greeted by
LDS Church missionaries who are sin-
cerely eager to share what they believe
Lol is true. You may even be given the im-
pression that the LDS Church is just an-
other Christian denomination. In fact,
< as your tour the grounds, you will often
s hear words and phrases that are similar
to those used by Christians. What you
= may not know is that the Mormon faith
== redefines historic Christian terms that
<L have remained unchanged over the cen-
m turies, hence clouding their meaning.
Evangelical Christians who have
spent years studying the LDS faith are
O providing this newspaper with the hope
= that it will enhance your understanding
of Mormonism. As you will see, Mor-
monism is very different from biblical
= Chistianity. In fact, LDS Church doc-
(@) trine states that only Mormonism is true
Christianity. We politely disagree.

As you read this paper, please no-

tice that many of our quotations are

Ll taken word for word from LDS sources.
We invite you to check these sources
for contextual accuracy. If you have
further questions, we hope that you will
feel free to contact the person who
handed this to you or one of the minis-
tries listed on the back page of this
handout.

Josepﬁ Smith and the “Great Apostasy”

A study of the Mormon Church can-
not begin without first considering 1s
founder, Joseph Smith, Ir. Born in 1805 m
the state of Vermont, Smith claimed that
both God the Father and Jesus Christ vis-
fted him when he was a young boy. Mor-
mons refer o this event as the “First Vi-
ston.”

A statue of Smith is located between
the temple and the South Visitor's Cen-
ler. Below this monument is a bricl ac-
count of Smith's vision that the LDS
Church officially claims took place in 1820.
(There are actually several contradictory
accounts of this story.)

Smith sald one of these personages

“told him that all the Christan churches

were wrong. In his personal history. Smith
also claimed he was told that the creeds
of Christendom “were an abomination in
his sight; that those professors were all
corrupt; that: ‘they draw near to me with
their lips, but their hearts are far from
me..."" (Pearl of Grear Price. Joseph
Smith Historv 1:19).

The plaque states that Smith “suf-
fered martyrdom,” even though he actu-
ally died in a gun battle while awaiting
tnal in Carthage, lllinois. Smith had been
jarled for treason after ordering the de-
struction of the Nauvoo Expositor, a
newspaper that had exposed Smith’s po-

The founder of the

Smith, Jr. LDS church

lygamous marriages, among other things.
Before he was unjustly killed, Smith shot
three of his autackers, two ol whom died
(History of the Church 7:101-103). The
gun he used is on display in the muscum
located west of Temple Square.
Mormons are taught that God called
Joseph Smith to “restore™ true Christian-
ity back to the earth after nearly (800 years
of “apostasy.” To this day Mormons be-
lieve that theirs is the “only true and hv-
ing church on the face of the whole carth™
(Doctrine and Covenants 1:30).

Aposfate
Christendom?

LDS Seventy B.H. Roberts -
“Nothing less than a complere apos-
tasy from the Christian religion would
warrant the establishment of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints " (Documentary History of the
Church 1:XL)

LDS Apostle Bruce R. McConkie
— “Christiunity is the religion of the
Christians Hence, true and accepi-
able Christianity is found among the
saints |Mormons] who have the full-
ness of the gospel. and a perverted
Christianity holds swav among the
so-called Christians of apostare
Christendom™
1966 ¢d., p.132)

(Mormon Doclrine,

Book of Mormon - “And he said
unto me: Behold there are save nvo
churches only: the one s the church
of the Lamb of God. and the other is
the church of of the devil; wherefore,
whoso belongeth not to the church of
the Lamb of God belongeth 1o that
ereat chuwrch, which o the mother of
abominations; and she is the whore
of all the carth™ (1 Nephi 14:10)

— Latter-day Saints Glossary of Terms

The following glossary will help
you better understand some of the
terms uscd by the missionaries on
Temple Square.

Apostasy — The belief that true

Chnistianity ceased after the death of

Christ’s apostles and was not restored
until the 19" century by Joseph Smith.
Atonement - Believed by Mor-

mons to have paved the way for all man-
kind to be resurrected from the dead.
+ Baptism for the dead - An temple
ordinance designed for the salvation
of those who died without hearing the
LDS gospel.
Book of Mormon = A book said
to have been translated by Joseph
Smith from golden plates buried by

Moroni o the 3" century AD. Tt tells
the story of the ancient Americans
and depicts Jesus as appearing on this
continent alter His resurrection and
aseension.

Eternal Life = Synonymous
with beoming a God or exaltation

see GLOSSARY, Page 4




Ch Fl Stus northvisitor's center
A replica of Danish sculpor Bertel Thorvaldsen's famoys 11-fool statue
of the Christus-portraying  hands-exteadad Jesus Christ is displayed jn ~
the North Visitor's Center, It is common for (our. guides in this building to
insist that theirs is n Christian church and that Jesus plays 2 prominent
role in their theology. After all, they often’ point our, their church cven
has Jesus in its official name. s Z
Unfortunately what the guides will not tell you is that
Mormonism's perspective of Jesas is different from the historic
Christian view. This was admitted by Aposue Bruce R. McConkie
who once stated, “And virtually ull the millions of apostate
\vw', Christendom have abased themselves before the mythical

]
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‘ (3] s throne of a mythical Christ” (Marmon Doctrine, 1966 ¢d.. p. -
: % 269).
] y L} When asked if he believed in the traditional Christ, President Got-
4 ) den B. Hinckley flatly said, “No, I don’t. The traditional Christ of whom
i\ . they speak is not the Christ of whom 1 speak™ (Church News, 20 June
f

14998, p.7)

e also said, “We acknowledge without hesitation that there are
ditferences between us [and other faiths). Were this not so there would
have been no need for a restorouon of the gospel” (Ensign, May 1998,
p.d).

I DS teaders cluim 1hat Christianity’s fesos is different from
theirs, then just who is Jesus according v Mormonism?

First, the 1.DS Jesus is the pre-incamate “Jehovah™ who was
the literal son of Elohim, which is the Morinon name for God the
Father: Mormons are taught that God the Father was “once a man like us” who became the God he
is toduy by learning “all the principles of exaltavon” (Gospel Principles, 1997 ed., p.305).

Christians believe that God is a God of spirit (John 4:24). Mormons, on the other hand, are
taught that God currently inhabits 4 resurreeted body of “flesh and bones as tangible as man's”
(D&C 130:22) and that all peaple on s earth ure “literally the sons and daughrers of Deity”
(Morman Docirine, p. 516)

Since Mormonism's Lucifee (Satan) was also a son of Elohim. Jesus and Lueiler are considered
1o he “two brothers... sons of Elom™ (Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball, p. 34)

Christlany huve never believed that Jesus and Lucifer are brothers, Instead the Bible says that
Jesus Is the ereator of all things. including Lucifer hamselt (John 1:1-3; Col. 1:15-17),

Secand, the earthly body of the Mormon Jesus was concerved when Elohim physically im-
pregnated Mary. In contrast, the Bible teaches that the Holy Ghost overshadowed Mary in a
nonphysical supematural way m what is called the Virgin Birth (Mat. 1:18, Luke 1:35). Consider
the lollowing quotations:

“The [LDS Church] proclaims that Josus Christ is the Son of God in the most literal
sense. The body in which He performed His massion in the flesh was sired by that same Holy
Being we worship as God, our Eternal Father™ (Teachings of Ezra Taft Benson, p, 7).

~ s Thus, God the Father became the literal father of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the only person
~-on eanh W be born ofa mortal mother and an immortal father” (Official LDS handbook Gospel

Prutciples, 1997 ed., p. od).

. “...how are children begotien? I answer just as Jesus Christ was begotten of his
tather...We mwst come down to the simple fact that God Almighty was the Father of His Son
Jesus Chnst. Mary, the virgin gmirl, who had never known montal man, was his mother. God by her
begot His son Jesus Christ....” (Family Home Evening Maiual, 1972, pp. 125-126).

*“The afficial doctrine of the Church is thit Jesus is the literal offspring of God. He's got
46 chromosomes: 23 came from Mary, 23 came from God the Eternal Father” (BYU professor
Stephen E. Rabinson in the video The Mormnn Fuzdle),

Finally. unlike the biblical Jesus who is eternally God and therefore perfect, the Mormon Jesus
had to “work out his own salvation” (McConkie, The Mortal Messiah 1:417). Ta the words of
Apostle Russetl M. Nelson. “Jesus auained perfection following his resurrection...™ (Ensign,
November 1995, p. 87). e

~The idea thai Jesns “attumed” perfection troubles Christians who believe thut Jesus is truly
God 1n the Oesh (Col. 2:9; 1 Tim, 3:16). These above-stated reasons show the biblical insufficincy
of the Mormon message. 7

_ B&5kof Mormon

th ‘“ A~
Mormon “Gospel

One of the defining teachings of the bistoric Christian faith is the do_clrinc

e I faith alonc. Mormon leaders have histor;.
of justification by grace through fait! ik 6f JesusCh
cally ridiculed the noton .Lhmlf:nlh :]n;'slcd:ll:";?im hrist fg

C forgive the sinne! S
mmllfhhllso I;::;pl;l:il)llmmilf of Forgiveness (hereafter !tlirac/c), LDS Pr_m_
dent Spencer W. Kimball declared that "onc.of the most falluc(liouls doctrines
originated by Satan and propounded by man is l'J_\nl man is SaVCd alone b}' the
grace of God, that belief in Jesus Christ alone is all that is needed for salya.
llonhln}zi()?:);us‘l second counselor to the First Presidency, reinforced this
error when he stated in a conference message. “Many people think they necd
only confess that Jesus is the Christ and then they are s_nvcd by grace alone.
We cannot be saved by grace alone, “for we know that it 1s by grace that we
are saved after all we can do'” (Ensign. November 2001, p.18, as quoted in the
Book of Mormon, 2 Nephi 25:23). )

If a Morman hopes to achieve cternal life (otherwise knc{wn as exalation
or Godhood), he must seek it through his own good works.'Knnball explained
that “this progress towards eternal life is a matter of achieving perfection.”
Only by “living all of the commandments™ can a person be
“ouaranteed total forgiveness of sins” (Miracle, p.208).

" Kimball likened salvation to climbing a ladder. “Each com-
mand we obey sends us another rung up the ladder to per-
fected manhood and godhood.” he wrote. “and every law J
disobeyed Is a sliding toward the bottom where man merges
into the brute world” (Teachings of Spencer W. Kimball,
p.153). The question is, does any Mormon know how tall
this ladder fs or what rung he is actually on?

Such a belicf is opposed 1o the New Testament message
In fact, the apostle Paul strongly condemned such a plan in
his fetter to the Galatians (i.e. 1:6; 3:3. 10-11; 5:4-5).

While true Christians should acknowledge God's desire
for them 1o live a holy life, Paul made it clear that it was not
by “works of righteousness” whereby mankind is saved
Instcad it is an act of mercy on God's part (Titus 3:5). His
grace is fully sufficient. and His atonement fully pardons.

In Mormonism. the atonement only cleanses on the con-
dition of continued good works. Kimball claimed that repen-
tance is not complete “when one merely tries to abandon
sin”; rather, the Mormon must reach a point “where the de-
sirc or urge 10 sin” is cleared out of his life. He stated that
forgivencss “is not granied merely for the asking. There
must be works — many works.” He added. "'Discontinuance
of sin must be permancnt” (Miracle. pp. 164. 176, 355).

It truly scems hopeless since Mormon scripture states
that a Mormon’s “former” sins return when he recommits
the same sin (Doctrine and Covenants 82:7).

Can any Mormon claim that the urge to sin has been
cleared out of his life? Has any Mormon permanently dis-
continued sinning? If the Bible is true. then it is certain that
no human has cver accomplished what this Mormon prophet
required.

The Bible declares that “if we say that we have no sin,
we deccive ourselves, and the truth is not in us™ (1 John [:8).
Paul wrote in Romans 3:23 that everyone has “sinned and
come short of the glory of God.” There is nothing anyone
can do to merit salvanon. We have no choice but to come to
God on His terms and trust in the fact that He alone is able to
forgive sins apant from our merit

History & Ant Muoseum
West Temple
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another testament of Jesus Christ?

While touring Temple Square, you will probably hear many missionaries mention
their sacred book called the Book of Mormon. This book, said to be translated from
“Reformed Egyptian™ characters on gold plates. includes the story of a man named
Mormon who allegedly lived in the Americas during the fifth century

Mormon is said to have given his son Moroni the responsibility of burying the
plates containing a record of the “Nephite™ and “Lamanite” people. Latier-day
Saints believe that it was this same Moroni who appeared to Joseph Smith as an
angel in 1823 (o tell him where to find the plates that he buried in upsiate New

York several centuries earlier

The Book of Mormon speaks of great civilizations and cities. To this day
no archacological evidence has been found in the New World to support the
story

Most LDS paintings that depict Joseph Smith translating the plates
show him in a prayerful position. Several contemporarics of the Mormon
prophet tell a much different story, David Whitmer, Martin Harris, and
cven Smith's brother William all testified that Smith translated the plates
with the use of a magic rock known as a “scer stone” (An Address 1o
all Believers in Christ, p.12; A New Witness for Christ in America
2:417; Comprehensive History of the Church 1:129).

Smith would place the stone inside a hat and characters would
magically appear. He would then read the “translation™ to a scribe.
However, much of the material found 1n the Book of Mormon was
plagianzed, including large portions from the King James Version
of the Bible.

Joseph Smith declared that the Book of Mormon was the “most correct of any
book on carth” and that a person “would get nearer to God by abiding by its precepts,
than by any other book™ (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 194,

Many assume that a person who reads the Book of Mormon will receive a

clearer understanding of LDS doctrine. The problem is that a person could
search the entire Book of Mormon from cover to cover and never
read about the many doctrines clearly separating Mormon-
1sm from Christianity.

We are not given the impression that the characters
and heroes mentioned 1n the Book of Mormon. as fic-
tional as they are, would have held to the teachings be-
lieved by modern Latter-day Saints.

For instance, there is no hint that the people menuoned
in the Book of Mormon thought God was once a man or a
plurality of Gods existed. No passage supports the LDS doc-
trine that men could become Gods in the next life.

The Book of Mormon never talks about three deg
glory or that marriage can last for “time and all eternity
doctrines of human spirit pre-existence and eternal progression,
baptism for the dead, and the notion that Jesus and Lucifer ar¢
spinit brothers are also suspiciously missing from this book.

Mormon missionaries like 1o have polential converts ignore these

and other problematic areas. Instead they instruct people to pray aboul
the Book of Mormon based on a statement made in Moroni 10:4.

Prayer was never meant (o erase facts: Something that is false can-
not be made true by prayer. The Bible warns us that "l(mnv false prophets
have gone out into the world.”™ Therefore the words of Il‘ht LDS leaders
must be examined to see if they will stand up ta biblical scrutiny (1 John 40
Galatians 1:8: 2 Corinthians 11:4).
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Constructed from granite taken from the Little Cotton-
wood Canyon several miles south of downtown Salt Lake
City. this impressive building is the most important struc-
ture on Temple Square. Construction began in 1853 and w
imshed 40 years later.

The LDS Church has since built more than 100 temples
scattercd throughout the world. Nobody but “worthy** Mor-
mons who hold “temple recommends™ are allowed inside
these buildings to perform sacred/secret rituals for them-
selves and those who are dead.

Some of the requirements to get a temple recommend
include a faithful payment of a 10% tthe of a member's
aross incore and abstaining from hot drinks such as colfee
and tea. Participants vow to never discuss the particulars of
the ceremony; those who do risk beng disciplined or even
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excommunicated.

The ceremonies performed in the temple are said to ac-
tually parallel what went on in the Jerusalem temple of un-
cient times. Mormon Apostle Mark E. Petersen claimed,
“Following the pattern of Biblical davs., the Lord again in
our day has provided these ordinances for thealvation of
all who will believe, and divects that temples be built in
which to perform those sacred rites™ (Why Mormons Build
Temples, p. ).

The biblical evidence does not support this idea. Con-
sider the different practices hsted below with no hiblical
precedent from Bible times

Marriage for time and all cternity

Mormons are taught that a marmage relationship
“sealed™ in a temple can extend beyond death and into
ctemity. Couples believe that such a marriage is a primary
step to becoming Gods and Goddesses in the next life. If
they live worthy monal lives, they believe that they will
also be given their own world(s) to rule aver just as they
believe their God rules over this world.

However, there is no historical or biblical evidence o
suggest that marriages were ever performed in the Jerusa-
lem temple. Such a suggesion also contradicts the words
of Jesus in Matthew 3.

Plural marriage

You may have heard of pcople who practice polygamy
(mamage of one man with more than one wife) in the state
of Utah. These people belong to groups that are not part
of the LDS Church today. Before 1890, however, polygamy
was not only tolerated by Mormon leaders but also en-
couraged. In fuct. temple marriage was closely associated
with polygamy in the 19" century.

Even though the LDS Church does not officially sanc-
ton polygamous relationships today, this doctrine is any-
thing but a dead issue 1n LDS theology. According to
page 578 of the book Mormon Doctrine. *Obviously the
holy procuce will commence again afier the Second Com-
ng...

Baptism for the dead

Baptism for the dead is the most often performed ritual
in LDS temples: Since Mormonism teaches that water bap-
tism is essential for salvation, Mormons feel compelled 1o
perform baptisms by proxy on behall of dead relatives,
acquaintances, and even notable persanalitics of the past

Mormons are taught that those for whom the ordi-
nance is performed will have a chance to embrace the
teachings of the LDS Church in the next life. Joseph Smith
sand that this work was the “greatest responsibility in this
world” for LDS members. Those who neglect it he said,
“doitatthe peril of their own salvation™ (Teachings of the

Between Temple Square and the Joseph Smith Mcmo-
nal Building 1 a statue honoring Bngham Young Born m
1801, Young was bapuzed into the LDS Church on April
o 1h, 1832 Following the death of Joseph Stnth in 1844
Young became Mormonism’s sccond president, holding
that posinon for 33 years

The fact that LDS leaders sull laud this man as a prophet
of God and encourage their members (o “tollow s ey
ample”™ (Clurch News, 6/9/01, p.16) should cause prave

concern for Chrstians cverywhere since Young is respon
stble tor some of the most unorthodox teachings imagm
able

For example, in 1857 he taught that Jesus Chnst “was

more or less contaminated with fallen nature™ and that Christ
was “influenced by this nature that we have received”
(Joumal of Discourses 6:95-96). In 1859 he confessed that
his God was “once a man in monal Oesh” (Journal of Dis-
courses 7:333), a beliel onginally taught by Joseph Smith
n 184,
i Young also taught that “every man and womun must
have the certificate of Joseph Smith, junior, as a passpor
to their entrance into the mansion where God and Christ
are.” Even he could not go there “without his [Smith’s]
consent”™ (Journal of Discourses 7.289).

In 1852 Young declared that his Lord created mankind
“for the purpose of becoming Gods like Himsell.. we are
born tar the express purpose of growing up from the low

Sstate of manhood, 10 become Gods like unto our Father in

Prophet Joseph Smith, pp.193,356)

* brigham young statue

heaven™ (Journal of Discourses 3:93) Though Mor-
mons still believe that men can become Gods. Young
insisted that this reward was only for “those who cnlc}
it polygamy ™ (Journal of Discourses 11:269)

Unlike the more politically correct LDS Church of
today. Young did not hold back in makng it clear that
those outude his church were not true Chrstians. In
FAOY he meited that the reason Mormons “difter from
other Chnstians, as they are called, i is simply becanee
they [non-Mormans ] are not Christians as the New Tes
tament detimes Christanity™ (Jowrnal of Disconnves
10:230) 10 fact, he waght tat “the Chnstian world, so
called. are heathens as o their knowledge of the salva
non of God™ (Jowrnal of Disconrses 8171)

Same Latter-day Saints casily dismiss the hard teach
ings of Brigham Young by claiming that he was mercly
giving his personal opimon. However, Young did not
feel s comments <hould be taken lightly

He declared, "1 am here 10 give this people, called
Latter-day Saints, counsel 1o divect them in the path of
lite..Il" there 1s an Elder here, or any member of this
Church, called the Chuich ol Jesus Chnst of Lutter-day
Swints, who can bring vp the first idea, the first sen-
tence that | have delivered 1o the people as counsel
that is wrong, I really wish they would do it but they
cannot do it, for the simple reason that | have never
given counsel that 1s wrong; this is the reason™ (Jour-
nul of Discourses 16:161)

Mormons assume that baptism for the dead was a New
Testament practice. They often quote the apostle Paul who,
according to | Cormthians 15:29. stated, “Else what shall
they do which are baptized for the dead, iI the dead risc not
at all? why arc they then baptized for the dead?”

History does not support the idea that the rite Paul mcn-
toned was similar 1o what Mormons practice today. He dis-
tinguished himself and other Christians from them by using
the third person pranoun rhey in this verse rather than the
first person we and s used throughout the passage hoth
belore and after verse 29

Also, 1f such an ordinance is so umportant for salvaton.
then it seems very strange that no other passage in (he
Bible (or the Book of Mormaon, for that matter) supports it

Marmons have been baptized for many famous dead
people. Among these are David Ben Gurion, Menachem
Begin, Napoleon Bonaparte, Christopher Columbus, Albert
Einstein. Anne Frank. Frederick the Great, Adolph Hitler,
Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, Abraham Lincoln, Lord
Horatio Nelson, Sir Walter Scott, Leo Tolstoy. George Wash-
ington, and William Wordsworth.

The endowment ceremony

Latier-day Saints who hope to become Gods i the neat
Iife must ke partin a ritwal known as the temple endow-
ment. Participants known as patrons are taught secret hand-
shukes and passwords (known as rohens and Aevwords)
that they feel are essential 1o get back mto the presence ol
their God

Brigham Young taught: “Your cndovwment is, 10 1ec i
all those ordinances in the house of the Lord. which are
necessary for you, after you have departed this life, 1o cn-
able you 1o walk back 1o the presence of the Father, pass-
ing the angels who stand as sentinels, being enabled 10

i
gwve them the key words, the signy and tokens, periannny

1o the holy Priesthood, and gain eternal evaltation in spite
of carth and hell™ (Orauon delivered on laving the South
ast Cornerstone of the Salt Lake Temple, April 1SS Ao
quoted i the Discourses of Bricham Youne, p.410)

Visttations from the dead

Fourth LDS Prophet Wiltord Woodvatt wld tollowers in
ISS7, The dead will e ater you, they will seek alter vou as
they have atter us m St Georpe |a temple m southern Uah |
Clomrnal of Discourses 19220y

Human communication with the dead, or necromancy, is
always condemned i the Bible (e, 1 Samuel 15:23, 28 611)
Such o pracuce was punishable by death i the Old Testa
ment (1 Samuel 28°9)

Despite these prave warnings, many temple Mormons
anticipate visitations by spirits of the dead. In foct, there are
several published LDS hooks that record the sightings of
dead spirits who have visited Mormons in 1.DS temples

The Christian view
Christians as well as Jews believe that the temple of

! Bible fimes was a place to perform OId Testament blood

¢ sacnifices

These blood sacrifices were fareshadows of
Jesus” sacrifice on the cross (Hebrews chapters 9 and 10)

! The temple as created by the 1LDS Chuich contains ordi-

nunces that are unique and much different than from hibli-
cal umes
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Doctrinal Comparison Chart

Christian Definitions

GOD THE FATHER:

|. He was once a man,

2. He is one of many Gods.

3. He has a body of flesh and bones as tangible
as man's (D&C 130:22).

4. He is marmied.

JESUS CHRIST:

1. He is God's first spirit child and was not
always God.

2. He 1s the spirit brother of Lucifer, Satan, the
devil.

3. God, a resurrected man of flesh & bone, is his
literal father; he was conceived in the same way
that we were.

1. Men can become Gods with all the powers of
Godhood.

Lis mulg a llenvenly “Father
(pems\un)&hu- he gets a

accept Christ. will eventwally receive some.

(D&c’vwl.a; :

2. The blood of Christ does not atone for some
gncmsgmg
3 wﬁﬁm G s by works.

- %

degree of glory-in oneaohh-eelwel;othﬁm

GOD THE FATHER:

1. He has always been God from eternity to
clernity (Ps 90:2; Deut 33:27),

2. He is the only God who has ever existed (/s
43:10, 44:6; Heb 6;13).

A He is a spirit and does not have flesh and
bones (/n 4:24; Col 1:15-16; Lk 24:39).

4. The Bible says nothing about God having a
wife,

JESUS CHRIST:

1. He has always been God, He has no begin-
ning, no end (Jn 117 Is 44:24 with Col 1:16;
Ex 3:14 with In 8:58; Is 9:6; Rev 18, 22:13;
Ps 90:2).

2. He is Lucifer's Creator (Col 1:16-17),

3, He appeared in a body by miraculous concep-
tion, not by a physical act (Mat 1:18-23),

MAN:
1. Men cannot hecome Gods. There is only one
mGod (kﬂ.l@.!b 44:6, 8; Is 48:11-12),
within him by God, who
re verything by himself, alone (Zec
| 12:: ‘rsm?wm 3361 Is 44; 24\ 15 45:5).

| sarvaTion:
1. Those who reject the (rue Chﬂ!l’wiilbe
| damned (John 8:24:14:6).

2. Christ hujeﬁ’aemd fmver.,lhose who trust

th
Tabernacle

Visit the silver-domed Tabemacle in the center
T OPTERRIE Sqiare and y ou Will he rreared ta its

unique acousties. Tour guides demonstrate how
cven a dropped pm can be heard with relative ease

But dropping pins are not the only sounds that
have been heard in this building. For ycars mem-
bers of the LDS Church have sat and histened 1o
messages that certainly do not fall under the clas-
sification of Christian teaching.

For instance, it was here in 1857 when Wilford
Woodruff proclaimed, “God Himself is increasing
and progressing in knowledge, power, and domin-
ion. and will do so. worlds without end (Journal of
Discourses 6:120).

In 1852 Bngham Young taught a similar doc-
trine when he said that his God could “continually
ascend 1o greater heights of perfection” (Journal
of Discourses 1:93)

During the height of the Civil War, Young also
taught, “If the white man who belongs to the cho-
sen seed mixes his blood with the seed of Cain [a
person of African hentage], the penalty, under the
law of God. is death on the spot. This will always
be 0" (Journal of Discourses 10:110)

Unul recently. the Tabemacle was also home to
b | conference gs. According 1o poge
47 of the LDS Church manual entitled Gospel Prin-

ciples, “When a prophet speaks for God, 1t is as if

God were speaking ™

—Glossary continued from Page 1

+ Heaven — Mormonism teaches that there are
three heavens known as the three degrees of glory
Only the hardest working and most perfect Mor-
mons can reach the highest level, or celestial king-
dom. Other heavenly realms are the terrestrial and
telestial kingdoms.

«  Heavenly Father - A glorified, perfected,
resurrecled human being who has a body of flesh
and bones.

« Holy Ghost - One of Heavenly Fatber’s literal
spirit sons.

+ Jesus Christ — The firstborn spirit child of
God the Father whose ecarthly body was person-
ally sired by God Himself..

+ Joseph Smith - The founder of the Mormon
Church who claimed that he saw both God the Fa-
ther and Jesus Christ

- King James Bible - The official version of
the Bible used by Mormons. but according to LDS
doctrine, the Bible contains many errors and is true

Messages given by “living prophets” in con-
ference arc to be accepled by members as scrip-
ture (pp 47, 55). However, this promise has not hin-
dered current DS leaders from rejecting teachings
that previous LDS prophets taught.

Far inctance. it wae here that Youne, while
speaking In conforence in 1852, pave his famous
Adam-God sermon in which he proclaimed that
Adam s “our Father and our God™ and “the only
God with whom we have 10 do" (Journal of Dis-
courses 1:50),

Speaking in conference in 1960, Spencer Kimball
laught that Indian children who were placed in the
LDS “home placement program in Utah are often
shades lighter than their brothers and sisters in
the hogans on the reservations.”

Kimball was referring to 2 Nephi 30:6 in the Book
of Mormon that taught how dark-skinned
Lamanites who embraced Mormonism would even-
tually become “a white and a delightsome people.”

Kimball actually said these aforementioned chil-
dren “are fast becoming a white and delightsome
people,” 11 this was really happening, it seems odd
that the LDS Church would eventually change the
word “white” in this passage to read “pure.”

It was also here in o special conference in 1852
where LDS Apostle Orson Pratt was asked by
Brigham Young to openly announce the subject of
“a plurality of wives™

The last conference to be held in the Taber-
nacle was in October of 1999. Since then conler-
ences have been held in the 21,000-scal audito-
rium located across the street from Temple Square.

‘as far as it s vanslated correctly,”

LDS - Abbreviation for Latter-day Saint(s)
Mormon = A character in the Book of Mor-
mon as well as a nickname given 1o carly Laiter-
day Saints.

+ Mormon (or LDS) Church: Synonymous
with the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Sainis,

+ Moroni = A character in the Book of Mormon
(son of Mormon). His image 1s found on top ol
most LDS temples, including the Salt Lake temple

+ Pre-existence - The doctrine that all man-
kind lived with God as his spirit children before
coming (o earth in physical form.

 Restoration - The act by which God returned
true Christianity (the LDS Church) to the carth in
1830 through Joseph Smith,

+ Standard Works — The four wntien scrip-
tures used by the I.DS Church. These include the
Bible, Book of Monnon, Doctrine and Covenants
and Pearl of Great Price.

only

h
TeStaments

East of Temple Square is the 500-seat Lepacy Theater located i the
Joseph Smith Memorial Building where the film The Testaments — One {old
and One Shephend is being shown, The film's script. which was approved
by the LDS Fiest Presidency and the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, iy
imembed 1o bolster the fook of Mormon claim that there was agroup of
people living in the Western Hemisphere who were anxiously awmiting the
birth of Jesus the Messinh in the cast

The film jumps back and forth between actual events in Palestine during
Jesus' mortal ministry and thase thought (o have possibly taken place
simultancously in the New World.

Geogruphieal confusion

1.DS Church leaders claim that the Book of Mormon is a true history of
reul people known as Nephites and Lamanites, yet they have provided no
officinl position s 10 where these people nctually lived or produced any
New Watld evidence 1o support the places mentioned in this hook

A caption at the beginning of the film tells viewers that this story takes
place “somewhere in the Americas"; huwever, grand scenes depicting
Mayan-styled temples make it clear the producers of the film wanted to give
the impression thut these events took place in Central America

Not all LDS leaders have held such u position For instance, tenth 1LDS
President Joseph Fielding Smith was very critical of the Central American
theory and insisted that the ook of Mormon lands were located in upstate
New York (Dactrines of Salvarion 3:234). This agrees vath LDS leaders
such as Joseph Smith, Oliver Cowdery, Brigham Young, Parley P Pratt,
Orson Prat, and David Whitmer, all of whom gave the Book of Mormon a
North American setting.

Thirteenth LDS President Ezr Taft Benson stated, " Consider how for-
tunate we are to be living in this land of America.. This was the place of
three former civilizations: that of Adam, that of the Jaredites, and that of
the Nephites™ (Teachings of Ezra Tuft Benson, pp.5S87-588)

Historical anomalies

The film attempts to sidestep many of the historical problems in the
Book of Mormon. For instance, the Nephites and Lamanites in the Book of
Mormon are credited with having the wheel and are <aid to have used
animals such as the horse and ox as beasts of burden between 600 B C. and
A.D.384.

Ether 9:19 between 2247 B.C. and A D. 384 also claims that elephanis
existed in the Western Hemisphere. No doubt the producer of the film knew
that some viewers might grow suspicious should his characters ride 1n
chariots or on horses (Alma 18:9-12: 3 Nephi 3:22) or even on the backs of
elephants. To solve this problem, no such animals are used in the film and
no wheels are scen.

The Anak of Maormon mentions the use ol steel weapons yet no
instruments are shown in the fitm.

First Nephi 1:2 states that Nephi made his “record in the language of my
Tather, which consists of the learning of the Jews and the language of the
Cgyptians.” However. the film depicts no characters similar 1o what Mor-
mans call “Reformed Egyptian.” Instead Mayan-hke glyphs are used

such

Skin color

The LDS Church has historically taught that skin color had much 1o say
about the spirituality of a people group. For instance, those of Afrnican
heritage were actually banned from holding any priesthood posiion in the
church unul 1978, This spiritual restriction was imposed on them for being
“less valiant™ in what Mormons call the pre-existent “war in heaven™ (Mor
mon Doctrine, 1966 e¢d., p. 527) Blacks could be members of the LDS Church.
but they were denied the Mormon priesthoad and thus not allowed entry
into Mormon temples.

The Book of Mormon mentions in 2 Nephi 521 how God had “cursed”
some of the Book of Mormon characters who had hardened their hearts
Whereas once their skin was “white, and exceedingly fair and delightsome,”
God caused “a skin of blackness 1o come upon them.” In order 1o draw
viewers away from this unique Book of Mormon teaching, all characters
have dark skin with the exception of those who are shown m the scenes
taking place in the Holy Land

It seems clear that LDS authonities are aware of these anomalies and are
purposely trying 1o conceal them from viewers

| Would you like more information?

The following Christian ministriex would be glad 1o
ansywer any questions you may have

Morrnonism Research Ministry (CA), (619) 447-3873, www.mrm org
Beroan Chustian Ministries (NY), bemmin @ frontiemet.nat,
www [rontiormel naV/~bemmin
Word for tne Weary (MN), (952) 937-0934, www answoringlds,org
Walchman Fellowship (IL), (773) 381-5086, www.walchman.org
Evidance Ministrios (TX), (210) 340-TRUE, www.evidenceministries org
Ex-Mormon Chiistian (WA), exmormon@ntegatyol. com, http //exmormon riet
He'ls Savior Ministries (UT), (801) 943:5011, www.members tripod convhismin
Freadom In Truth Outreach, (541) 549-6939, litbng @ hotmail com
Jude 3 Missions (CA), www.mormon,web.com
Utah Gospel Mission (UT) www.mormonism wab.com
Ulah Lighthouse Ministry (UT), (B01) 4858894, www.ulim org
Teklon Apologetics Ministries, jphold @ earthink.net, www leklonics org
Nauvoo Christian Visitor's CTR (IL), (217) 453-2372, ncve @ mauvoo.net
Mission to Mormons (IL). (217) 453-6036, www.mission2marmons org
Christian Research & Counsel, (727) 327-0862, tomstpeta @ij nel
Truth in Love Ministries, il @ altbl.com, www truth-in-love org
Christian Apologelics & Research Ministry, carmorg3@ hotmall com,
WwW.carm.org
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